
 

THE MESSENGER 
 

 In the age of cell phone, it’s rare that people get unexpected calls.  At least it’s rare for me, since I’ll 
frequently let unknown numbers go to voicemail.  They’ll leave a message if something’s important, I figure.  
Occasionally, though, I adopt another method.  Call it the “stop being so controlling, Shane” method.  A number I 
don’t know appears and…I actually answer.  I’m just old enough to remember when all calls worked that way.  It 
meant more interaction with telemarketers and campaign fundraisers, alas.  But it also meant the occasional, 
surprising voice of grace. 
 Such happened recently.  I was otherwise occupied when a new number called.  I threw caution to the wind- 
wild child that I must be- and answered.  It was Rev. John Mobley, known to most of you as “The Regional 
Minister.”   

Pleasantly surprised, I asked what was up.  Well, Rev. Mobley told me, the leadership of FCC Montgomery 
had been discussing my family’s impending transition, and how it might be tricky once I ceased getting a MN 
paycheck.  Though we still don’t know how long the pay gap will last, I told him my wife and I figured things would 
work out.  We have some savings.  Tabitha still has a good job.  We own our cars, can stop paying some student loan 
debt for a bit.  Besides, we know that many, many folk in this country and world aren’t temporally, intentionally 
unemployed like I’ll be.  We live in one of Minneapolis’ poorest neighborhoods; many of our kind, hardworking 
neighbors struggle. 

 That said, when’s the last time you got a call saying people were concerned about your well-being 
and are trying make things easier?  Super cool!  After all, Rev. Mobley wasn’t just communicating compassion.  He 
had ideas, encouraging me to apply for transitional assistance from the denomination’s Pension Fund.  I’d never 
heard of this option, but applied anyway.  What do you know?  They accepted, offering my family a transitional 
grant, enough to make the uncertain weeks ahead less uncomfortable.  Then, the Region supplemented that 
offering.  We feel abundantly blessed. 

 I pray that doesn’t sound like I’m gloating about money!  Rather, I tell the story, firstly, to say Thank 
You!  FCC’s leadership sparked the talk that opened this door.  You, friends, are gifts. 

As well, I think this vignette highlights something I believe about church done well.  You see, my first 
pastoral gig was on staff of a big, historic, two century-old congregation.  One lesson they taught me was that 
vibrant churches sustain themselves across generations because a) they have quality lay leaders who b) make a 
point of developing new generations.  I think this applies whatever the church’s size.  Pastors matter too, of course, 
but we come and go.  So we’re less critical to the multi-generational task of families and friends worshiping 
together, making decisions, wrapping the church and its city in prayer, taking faithful risks, caring for each other’s 
needs, serving the poor, and more, and more.  Without capable, diverse folk leading such stuff, it doesn’t get done, 
or not as well done as it might.   

What’s more, without those leaders identifying, nurturing and supporting others to take their place (rather 
than hoard all the fun), a church’s best efforts won’t endure.  When I last visited, y’all made space during a Saturday 
evening conversation for a young woman to say something about her church that she thought might help.  Namely, 
she wished she knew fellow members better and had more fun with everyone.  Brave words!  And I loved that 
people didn’t get defensive, nor say to this bold youth, “Wait til you’re older.”  Rather, they applauded her 
comments and nodded at her wisdom.   

That’s more than kindness; it’s developing new leadership.  Even better, after receiving the care that more 
established leaders extended for my family’s situation, I’m more convinced that this young woman- and whomever 
else you invite into the FCC adventure- have great examples to learn from. 

I’ll be my prayer, therefore, that you keep that great work going!  Indeed, I hope we’ll pray and work toward 
that vision of a vibrant church together, soon.  But in the meantime, again- Thank you.  

 
Grace and Peace, 

Shane 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



As we enter our Holy Season—the season of 

reflection about Christ's sacrifice, earthly death, 

and divine rebirth—we often "give up" something 

with the thought that our sacrifice is but a token, 

but at least a reflection of the sacrifices made by our 

Christ. But my assertion is that deprivation of 

chocolate or fats or pasta or sweets or buying shoes 

or whatever is merely a matter of willpower. Such 

sacrifices require no extra time or planning, giving 

of oneself, opportunities to inspire or work with 

others, or any of the other benefits of service.  

 

Why don't you make a new commitment instead? 

Why don't you find some new way to serve God and 

this wonderful, love-filled church? Dig deeper. 

Bless and be blessed. 

 

Of course, I welcome you to sing.  

 

John Rutter: The Importance of Choir 

“Choral music is not one of life’s frills. It’s 

something that goes to the very heart of our 

humanity, our sense of community, and our souls. 

You express, when you sing, your soul in song. And 

when you get together with a group of other singers, 

it becomes more than the sum of the parts. All of 

those people are pouring out their hearts and souls 

in perfect harmony, which is kind of an emblem for 

what we need in this world, when so much of the 

world is at odds with itself…that just to express, in 

symbolic terms, what it’s like when human beings 

are in harmony. That’s a lesson for our times and 

for all time.”   

~ John Rutter  (as transcribed from an interview 

“John Rutter: The Importance of Choir” featured on 

JW Pepper Blog on March 15, 2015.) 

During Advent we light candles on the Advent 

wreath lifting up the birth of our savior. In the 

Lenten season we will extinguish a candle every 

Sunday remembering his death on the cross. Our 

worship leaders will extinguish the candles after the 

scripture reading in worship. 

The Season of Lent begins Wednesday, February 10. 

During this season of 40 Days we remember Jesus’ 

journey to Jerusalem. We will follow him. We will 

follow him with our minds in the stories of scripture. 

We will follow him with our hearts in the passion of 

Jesus. We will follow him with our hands through 

recommitment to justice and reconciliation. We will 

follow him in a spirit of prayer and meditation. 

During Lent may our minds be open; may our hearts 

be gentle; may our hands be strong; and may our 

spirits sing.  

The Lenten Season  

February 10– March 26

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. It takes 

its name from the ceremonial imposition of 

ashes on the foreheads of worshipers as a sign 

of human sin and mortality.  

We will have an Ash Wednesday worship service 

in the sanctuary at 6:00 p.m. following the 

Wednesday meal at 5:30 p.m. on February 10. 

Come to this special service as we begin our  

forty-day journey toward Easter.  

 

As you make your offering to Week of 

Compassion, remember the Myriad of ways your 

gifts bring joy– to you as God’s precious child, 

to all of God’s other cherished children, and 

especially to the Holy One. Our Week of 

Compassion Offering will be  

accepted February, 21-28th.  



Last words are important words for people who know 

that death is near. This was the case from Jesus with 

his last words from the cross. He speaks in the hour 

of his death, and the cross becomes the place of  

reconciliation between God and humankind.  

 During lent we will consider the words of  

Jesus from the cross. May they give us a divine  

understanding of his love.  

 

Sunday, February 14: 

“Father, Forgive Them”  

Luke 23:34 

Sunday, February 21: 

 

 “Today You Will Be With Me in Paradise” 

Luke 23:39-43 

Sunday, February 28:  

“Woman, Behold Your Son” “Behold Your Mother”  

John 19: 25-27 

Sunday, March 6: 

“My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me”  

Mark 15:33-34 

Sunday, March 13: 

 “I Am Thirsty” 

John 19:28-29 

“It is Finished” 

John 19:30 

Sunday, March 20: Palm Sunday 

“Father, Into Your Hands I Commend My Spirit” 

Luke 23:44-45 

Sunday, March 27: Easter 

“He is Risen” 

John 20:1-18 

 

Come join Pastor Edd every Monday morning at 

7:00 AM in the sanctuary during Lent for prayer 

and meditation. This Lenten experience will 

begin Monday, February 15. It will be a holy  

moment together to rekindle our spirits as we  

journey toward Easter.  

 

A Pastor’s class for children, youth, and adults 

who desire to confess Christ as Lord and be 

baptized will begin Sunday, February 14 at 9:00 

AM in the Pastor’s office. Edd will lead these 

classes every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM from 

February, 14 through March, 27.  

Please Contact  Pastor Edd if you are 

interested.  

Wednesday February, 10 

Ash Wednesday  

Every Sunday in Lent 

“The Seven Last Words of Jesus” 

Wednesday March, 16 

Lenten Worship “The Sound of the Passion”  

Thursday March, 24 

Maundy Thursday and holy communion  

Sunday March, 27 

Easter Sunrise Service in the Garden  

Easter worship  

“He is Risen”  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Several years ago, First Christian Church  

Montgomery set up a fund called “Acts 4” --  

following the example found in Acts 4:32-36. These 

early Christians realized that all they had was  

provided by God, and was not their own. They were 

willing to give and share, eliminating poverty among 

them. They would not let a sister or brother suffer 

when they had plenty. 

That is the purpose of our Acts 4 fund. When those 

within our congregation have a financial need such 

that they cannot handle alone, they go to the Pastor. 

After consulting with the treasurers and confirming 

that the need is within the guidelines of the Acts 4 

fund and that a sufficient balance is available, the 

Pastor authorizes the treasurers to make a check 

payable directly to the vendor to whom the debt is 

owed. The entire process is confidential. Many have 

been helped through this fund. 

In appreciation for the love of our Savior who  

voluntarily gave up his life for us, after living on this 

earth for only 33 years, please help us replenish the 

Acts 4 fund. During the season of Lent, we are  

asking that each family give $33, one dollar for each 

year of Jesus’ life on earth, to the Acts 4 fund.  May 

we all share in this special ministry.  

Alice McKinney  

FCC needs you for the following  

volunteer positions: 

· Worship Leader 

· Greeters  

· AV Room  

Sign up at the Information Board.  

Your Church thanks you for your service!  

Please join us for breakfast on February 14 at 7:45 

a.m. in the Great Hall. W e w ill have a great 

breakfast, fellowship, and devotion! The cost is only 

$5, and first timers eat FREE! Don’t miss this 

opportunity for the Disciples Men to cook for you. 

 

 Don Snyder 

Disciples Men 


